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special detectives of the Gestapo, two in plain clothes and
one in uniform.
He was not allowed to enter the room where the cabinet
was in session, but was taken to an adjacent room where
Hitler let him cool his heels for a while. Then Hitler
visited the room, and had a discussion with Papen which
lasted for a quarter of an hour. Unfortunately nothing of
what was said at this encounter has ever been divulged ; but
when Hitler returned to the cabinet room he vouchsafed
the information that Papen had handed in his resignation.
It is not known whether this resignation was given volun-
tarily or under Hitler's threats of death.
In any case, in the communique regarding the meeting
which was issued on the 3rd July 1933, Papen's name was
not mentioned. .This communique concerns itself entirely
with the decision of the Government relating to the great
purge in the Party.
After his interview with Hitler, Papen was taken back by
car to the Reichswehr Headquarters \vith his three com-
panions. As he left the Chancellery he was recognised by
the crowd waiting outside, which was predominantly
National Socialist. A fortnight earlier (a few days after
his Marburg speech), Papen on a visit to Hamburg was
acclaimed by the crowd which recognised him. But on
the 3rd July he was at first received in complete silence and
then even hissed and booed. His escort hastened to lodge
him once more in safe custody.
Papen's resignation by no means found favour with
Hindenburg. Telegram after telegram was sent to Hitler
demanding the reinclusion in the cabinet of this protege of
Hindenburg, or his employment in some similar capacity.
In these telegrams Hitler was once again charged with bad
faith. For the President recollected that Hitler, on Ms
appointment to the chancellorship on 30th January 1933,
had given his promise that he would undertake no re-
shufflings of the cabinet without the President's consent.
By this intervention of Hindenburg's not only was all
personal danger to Papen removed, but on the 6th July he